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Words of Wisdom from our Grand Knight 

OUR GUIDING LIGHT 

After watching many of my peers at work die after two or three years of retirement, I came to realize that the 
only way to not follow in my peers footsteps was to ensure that I was quite busy after retirement.  I was so 
afraid of following in my peer’s path, that I overcompensated with ways to keep myself busy.  One of the 
ways that I planned to accomplish this was to learn about the historical significance of a few things in Ameri-
can History.  The two things that interested me the most at the time was why the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution were written in the way they were, and what was the underlying reason why the Union 
won the Civil War when the Confederates won most of the battles. 

I was able to answer the question about the Civil War by looking at the history of a few men.  I ran across a 
book written by Martin Dugard about “The Training Ground”.  This book was about five men who fought in 
the Mexican War in the late 1840’s.  It appears that Grant, Lee, Sherman, Jackson and Davis paid attention to 
what they learned during this war.  Simply stated, they were quite attentive to how General Winfield Scott 
prosecuted the war.  In the end, it was four of these five people, as Jackson was mortally wounded at the Bat-
tle of the Chancellorsville, who affected the outcome of the American Civil War. 

The first item of interest took a bit more research.  My original hypothesis was that the first successful colo-
nization of America was from Europeans searching for religious freedom.  The Puritans were the first group 
of religious dissidents who were successful in colonizing.  Their first attempt at governance was the May-
flower Compact which was mostly successful.  Of the four precepts of the Compact, one stated that “The col-
onists would live in accordance with the Christian faith”.  This Compact treated the colonists as a 
“commune” which later produced unfortunate results which were addressed by their governing body.  The 
failure was when certain colonists felt that they did not have to contribute any work to the group and still re-
ceive the benefits of the groups work.  I also learned from my investigation that the original Mayflower Com-
pact was the work of its religious leaders, William Bradford and Pilgrim Pastor William Brewster 

Throughout the 1600’s, Christian leaders had a significant influence on both civil and governmental advanc-
es, helping secure both civil and religious liberty.  Consider the following: 

1619 – Rev William Wickham served in Virginia’s original Assembly. 
1636 – Rev Roger Williams and Rev John Clarke founded the colony of Rhode Island 
1639 – Rev Thomas Hooker and Rev John Davenport founded the colony of Connecticut and helped write 

its first Constitution 
1641 – The Rev Nathaniel Ward wrote the “Massachusetts Book of Liberties” 
1681 – Quaker minister William Penn founded Pennsylvania and wrote its “Frame of Government” 
1692 – Rev John Wise and Rev Increase Mather helped establish due process in the judicial system. 



The three institutions of government in Scripture are family, government and church.  When all are work-
ing together as designed, the outcome will be Biblical citizenship.  And, that is exactly what our Founders 
were, Biblical citizens.  Regardless of what you read about the American fight for freedom, the guiding 
light of its governance was biblical.  According to a University of Houston study of roughly 15,000 writ-
ings of the Founding Fathers, the most often quoted sources used by the Founding Fathers were: 

4th – John Locke – 2.9% - author of “Two Treatises of Government (1689) which defined classical 
republicanism, also known as civic republicanism 

3rd – Blackstone – 7.9% - wrote “Commentaries of the Laws of England” which became the best-
known description of the doctrines of the English Common Law 

2nd – Montesquieu – 8.3% - wrote “The Spirit of the Law” (1748) which stated that “government 
should be set up so that no man need be afraid of another”  (proponent of checks and balances) 

1st – The Bible - 34%

It is no wonder why the United States and its Constitution has survived and prospered for over 249 years.  
While it is not perfect, and never will be, it is the second oldest Constitution in the World.  With Divine 
Providence being the guiding light of our Founding Fathers, how could they possibly fail!  While each of 
our Founding Fathers had a common belief in God, their conversations as transcribed by their Continental 
Congress secretaries, found endless discussions on the majority of concepts.  And, in the final stages, Di-
vine Providence guided mortal men to agree upon the words defining our freedoms.   

God Bless America! 

Vivat Jesus! 



Lecturer’s Minute 

Sir Knight Darwin Reeck 

July is the month in which we celebrate our independence from Great Britain.  We acknowledge the 

founding of a nation of former colonies and the change from a struggle for “our rights as English-

men” to a war for complete independence from the British crown. 

Our founding documents not only created a country dedicated to basic freedoms but to establish 

goals for the nation that we pursue to this day. 

When most of us began kindergarten, one of the first things we were taught was the “Pledge of Alle-

giance”.  The “Pledge” was recited everyday before class began.  Our council meetings begin with 

the “Pledge” as does the Congress and state legislatures.  There is no requirement to do so in law 

nor is the wording for the “Pledge” found in any of our founding documents. 

There was no “Pledge” until 1885 when Union Army Captain George Thatcher Balch determined that 

some form of oath was desirable. His early version was:  “We give our heads and hearts to God and 

country; one country, one language, one flag!”  Note that this wording included a reference to God, 

something subsequent versions omitted until 1954. 

The current “Pledge” carries some controversy regarding it’s author.  It is thought to have been 

written by a person named Bellamy, either a 13 year old Kansas boy or an older preacher who sub-

mitted it to a magazine for publication.  They interestingly had the same last name but were not re-

lated.  

Several attempts were made to include “under God” in the “Pledge” but failed until June 14, 1954.  

On that day President Eisenhower officially proclaimed that “under God” be added to the “Pledge”.  

June 14 is now officially “Flag Day” in the U.S.  (Note:  The Knights of Columbus started using “under 

God” in 1951). 

When reciting the “Pledge”, it is proper to face the flag, place your right hand over your heart.  Gen-

tlemen should remove their headwear and hold it over their heart.  Military personnel and veterans 

will render a hand salute. 

The next time you recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” think of what you are saying and the meaning 

behind those thirty-one words.  You are swearing an oath, promising to give your total support to 

the ideals as set forth in the documents that form the bases of the United States of America.  Truly a 

worthy undertaking!  

Pledge of Allegiance 
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel: a personal reflection

Where do the years go? It was 3 years ago this weekend (as I write this on the eve of the 
feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel) when I celebrated my welcome to the parish! Yes. 3 
LONG years have already gone by! You've been stuck with me for 3 long years already!  
 It seems impossible but …

As always at this time of year I’ve been reflecting a lot these past few weeks on who Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel is to me and, basically, she means everything to me. She has guided 
me every step of the way to where I am now and, I know, she will continue to guide me. For 
those reasons, I thought that, for this bulletin, I would share with you how important Carmel, 
and especially Our Lady of Mount Carmel, has been to me.

Although I was a “cradle Catholic” my faith didn’t really mean anything to me I was in my 
mid 20’s. God had led me very clearly to buy a house in Hastings, on the Sussex coast, 
best known for the Batte of Hastings in 1066. The parish I joined there “happened” to have 
an annual pilgrimage to Aylesford, our most important Carmelite house in the Order, and 
that was where I met Carmelites for the first time, and was introduced to Carmelite  
spirituality. That visit also inspired a great Marian devotion within me and several friends  
noticed that I was different after that first trip to Aylesford; something had changed. As I 
would later realize it was Mary, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, who had changed me by my  
visit to Aylesford.

I began to read Therese of Lisieux and Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection and began  
to be inspired by what I was reading and, after finally giving up the fight with God over  
considering priesthood and religious life, because of my experiences at Aylesford I thought 
first, obviously, of the Carmelites and never looked elsewhere. During my novitiate, my first 
year in the Order and, once I had completed my studies in the UK and had a chance to 
study Carmelite spirituality in Washington DC, Mary and the Saints of Carmel grew more 
and more important to me, and have formed me to be the person I am.



Every step of my Carmelite life has been taken under Mary’s guidance and protection and, 
literally, every significant step, such as applying for simple vows, solemn vows, diaconate 
and priesthood, I was applying for those steps praying in front of a statue of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel.

In my nearly 20 years of Carmelite life Our Lady of Mount Carmel has been with me, and 
guided me through this process, and this is why, whilst I do have doubts and fears about 
new assignments (and I had plenty of those 3 years ago when I first arrived here) I have 
faith and trust that, just as God and Our Lady of Mount Carmel have guided me before this, 
so God and Our Lady of Mount Carmel will continue to guide me in the present and in the 
future in each step of the journey.

When I was ordained as a priest the bishop ordaining me ended his homily by urging me 
to be a Carmelite who is a priest, not a priest who is a Carmelite, and that is a fundamental 
difference. My priesthood very much flows from my being a Carmelite. I have been formed 
as a Carmelite and that is what gives me life and sustains me in my priesthood. That is 
one of the reasons why you so often see me wearing my habit, precisely because I am a 
Carmelite first and foremost. It used to be that priestly ordination was the biggest day for a 
Carmelite and, of course, it still is for our families, but for the younger Carmelites in for-
mation, solemn vows, our lifelong commitment to the Order, is the most important thing. 

So, as I end this longer than usual reflection, my prayer for each of you is that, as Mary did 
at the wedding feast at Cana, she may lead each of us to her Son, and that, by spending 
timing with Mary and her Son, our minds and hearts will be transformed by the values of 
the gospel.

Fr. Anthony Armstrong, O.Carm. 





2024-2025 

Knights & Ladies Aux 

Appreciation Lunch 

Stoneybrook Country Club 



Ladies Auxiliary 



Prayers do Miracles! 

Please pray for those alive and those who have passed with no one to pray for them. 

Also, remember our OLMC parishioners who are suffering illness or any adversity. 

The Ladles are out to LUNCH! 

Ladies Auxiliary met at Buffet City on Bee Ridge. We were all met with a huge selection 

of delicious Chinese food. Favorite dishes and a few new tastes! There was something 

for everyone. We all tried a bite or two of our favorite dishes while having a lovely time 

being together. 

Interested? Come, join us at our next meeting on August 4th at 6:30pm in Tillotson Hall. 

We would love to see you. 
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Our Lady Of Mount Carmel Feast Day 

Wednesday July 16th marks the Feast of Our Lady of Ml. Carmel. ntus Brandsma says 

that the sunflower is Mary's Flower, the flower that rises above all others. It looks like 

the sun and follows the sun throughout the day with its head down. We all know Our 

Lady always has her eyes on her Blessed Son Jesus. 

Carmi means Garden and El/ means God. 

Carmelites are the flowers in Gods Garden and Mary is the Most Delightful Flower in 

Carmel's Garden. 



Deacon Tom Grant Memorial 

Scholarship Fund 

“Investing in Futures, Guided by Faith”

The Knights of Columbus is committed to defending and promoting our Catholic Faith and Catholic 

Values. We additionally choose to honor our beloved Deacon Tom Grant who faithfully served our 
parish for many years. This Scholarship Fund serves as a piercing tribute to his memory and his 
deep commitment to our shared values and parish. 

The inception of our Scholarship Fund came from Sir Knight Mike LaVecchia with the expansion 
and tireless expert efforts of Sir Knight Paul Grieco. 

The Deacon Tom Memorial Scholarship Fund has completed its second year. The purpose of our 
fund is to provide aid for deserving students of OLMC parish who are attending or registered to    
attend Catholic schools within the Venice Diocese of Florida and whose parents or grandparents 
are parishioners of OLMC. 

The tax-deductible donations are solicited and accepted throughout the year via fundraising week-
ends, the Knights of Columbus Council 15821 donations, and other annual events. We are especial-
ly grateful to all our parishioners and our fellow council brothers for their continued generosity and 
support.  

Applications for the upcoming school year have been accepted and  
processed by the Scholarship Committee, and the awards have been 
determined. This year’s respective scholarship awards go to: 

Isabell Marie Crabill:        Epiphany Cathedral Catholic School 

Oliver Thomas Crabill:        Epiphany Cathedral Catholic School 

Aleksander Patrick Sellner:   Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 

Lukas Stephen Sellner:       Epiphany Cathedral Catholic School 

Ezekiel James Folgia:             Incarnation Catholic School 

A presentation of the certificates is planned for Sunday, August 24, 2025.  Fr. Anthony will present 
the certificates at his 10:30 Mass. Ushers will be reminded to reserve two rows on the right side of 
the church for the Scholarship recipients and their respective families. 

In our first two years the Fund has distributed $10,500 on behalf of our outstanding students seek-
ing a Catholic education. Together with our faithful and generous parishioners, our Council 15821 
looks forward to continued growth in offering more students greater scholarships. Additionally 
pledge cards and/or checks may be made payable to: “Knights of Columbus Deacon Tom Memorial 
Scholarship Fund." 

We are deeply grateful to all our doners over the last two years. You may receive more information 
about our Scholarship Fund by sending an email to: ajmagliolo@yahoo.com.   

  Knight A.J. Magliolo PGK  - Chairman Deacon Tom Grant Memorial Fund 

A.J. & Mike Presenting 3 checks 
to the Epiphany school.   

mailto:ajmagliolo@yahoo.com


OLMC Council #15821 

Sir Knight Paul Grieco 

Knight of the Year 

2025 

Sir Knight Paul Griceo receiving the 2025 Knight of the 

Year Award.  Paul’s tireless efforts in helping to found 

the Deacon Tom Grant Scholarship Fund were unbeliev-

able to watch. 

Congratulations to Paul on this well deserved reconnec-

tion for his outstanding contributions to the Council & 

The Deacon Tom Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

  Sir Knight Paul Grieco  

2025 

  Chuck Donelson  

  #15821 July 2025 



Three Days of Devotions 

Let’s look ahead to the August days of McGivney! 

Wednesday, August 13, is the feast day (memorial) of Blessed Michael McGivney. It is formally celebrated within the 
Archdiocese of Hartford, where Father McGivney lived, served and died, and can also be celebrated elsewhere with the 
permission of the diocesan bishop. 

Knights of Columbus councils are urged to request a Votive Mass of Blessed Michael McGivney on that day by ap-
proaching their pastor or council chaplain. Prayers for the Votive Mass can be found here. 

The feast day is the center of a three-day devotion that marks Father McGivney’s birthday (August 12, 1852) and the 
day of his death (August 14, 1890). Thus, we can celebrate a McGivney “triduum,” and you may want to pray 
a novena to Father McGivney, from August 6-14. 

Bring your heartfelt petitions to Blessed Michael and ask for his powerful intercession before God. 

Brian Caulfield 
Vice Postulator 
guild@kofc.org 

To honor Father McGivney on his feast day, watch this 5-minute video and share with your family and friends! 

Use This 

Link !!! 

http://mkto-ab220178.com/MTAxLVZDRC02MTAAAAGbsoYMfIZE_HQAKRE65p1ui06RkZz6wqj2SiZj7f54yJuC-dK6DJgCP_KiUWeCvdYxq7x2IgQ=
http://mkto-ab220178.com/MTAxLVZDRC02MTAAAAGbsoYMfQ0jsXjU49UiaWmVvTGZ-p_0onwj9ve7mqYww0iR-eDlQUo-mp4n5z8tut5ditxJOvk=
mailto:guild@kofc.org
http://mkto-ab220178.com/MTAxLVZDRC02MTAAAAGbsoYMfexYzJwVXaPMRnPA_bbZtTTmKNFXqwdj5vEumK7oN-SV6a_KtCE3Iunwjsa5GdZTY-o=


Knights of Columbus Florida State Council 

IMMOKALEE REPORT 

Knight Horatio Hoggard 
Community Director—Immokalee Food Drive 

Weight of food collected July 2025:  1,700 LBS 

Estimated Value of Food: $5,100.00 

Funds Collected : $ 1,372  for a Total Value of :  $6,472.00 

OLMC Council #15821 

Sir Knight Rob & Sandy 

Wucki 

Family of the Year 

https://www.floridakofc.org/
http://mkto-ab220178.com/MTAxLVZDRC02MTAAAAGbsoYMfexYzJwVXaPMRnPA_bbZtTTmKNFXqwdj5vEumK7oN-SV6a_KtCE3Iunwjsa5GdZTY-o=


#1818 News 

Grand Knight Chuck Donelson 

Presents Tom Roberts of 

The Venice  Drug-Free Youth Program 

A Check  from the Knights annual Charity 

Golf Outing !!! 



Fraternal Communion Brunch 

June 29th, 2025   

“Your financial needs are unique and will change over time. 

I am here to help you find the right solutions as your insurance needs evolve” 



In Augusts Newsletter we will be featuring "What Are You Doing This Summer ?"

Please email me a picture & a short description of your summer adventures. 

Brother Rob Wucki 

When I am not in Chicago I have been sailing my RC sailboats at  

Nathan Benderson Park.  The wicked fast #38 boat is a DF65 class. 

Brother  ABC 

Sooooo many trips to WDW !!! 

( OK—Still me !!! ) 

Email your summer update to :  rwucki@comcast.net 

Deadline is Monday Aug 18th !!!! 

Brother XYZ 

Battled a Wild Dragon on St Pete Beach !!! 

Brother 123 

Took the grandkids to the 

beach !!! 

Brother 567 

Dyed my hair PINK !!! 



19th Set Up OLMC Dinner  Hall 8:30 am 

20th OLMC Feast Day Dinner Hall Noon 

28th Officers Meeting Hall 7:00 pm 

24th New Officers Installation Hall 7:00 pm 

25th Knights Breakfast Set Up Hall 8:30 am 

26th & 27th KofC Membership Drive Weekend OLMC All Masses 

27th Knights Breakfast Hall  After All Sun Masses 

1st First Friday Mass  OLMC  8:00 am Mass 

2nd & 3rd Immokalee Food Drive—Bags Handout OLMC After All Masses 

7th Council Meeting Hall  7:00 pm 

9th & 10th Immokalee Food Drive—Food Collection OLMC Before All Masses 

22nd Knights Breakfast Set Up TBD 8:30 am 

24th Knights Breakfast TBD After All Masses 

25th Officers Meeting Hall 7:00 pm 

31st Fraternal Brunch ( Moved to Sun Sept  7th ) 

4th Council Meeting Hall 7:00 pm 

5th First Friday Mass OLMC  8:30 am 

6th &7th Immokalee Food Drive—Bags Handout OLMC  After All Masses 

7th Fraternal Brunch River Club Noon 

12th Set Up OLMC Dinner  Hall 8:30 am 

13th OLMC Dinner  Hall 5:00 pm 

13th & 14th Immokalee Food Drive—Food Collection OLMC  Before All Masses 

22nd Officers Meeting Hall 7:00 pm 

26th Set Up Knights Breakfast TBD 8:30 am 

28th Knights Breakfast TBD After All Masses 

Council Calendar Aug / Sept  2025 

July

Aug

Mark Your Calendars !!! 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Icon 

Will be at OLMC 

Dec 16th—Dec 22nd 

How Special to Enhance our Advent Celebration 

Sept



AUGUST  

Birthdays 

FRANCIS EARL HEBERT 
DENNIS IZZO SR. 

EDWARD P. REGAN 
SAMUEL L.MOORMAN 

JOHN MICHAEL MONVILLE 
EDWARD W. MC MANUS 

JOHN T. CONNELLY  
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CHICAGO STYLE 

[B' MtUUNl [B' Relish 
[B' PlcJc.le [B' Peppus 
[B'Tom.ato [B' Celery Salt 
[B' Onions @ K-1•eh11• 

NEW POPE PROCLAIMS 

KETCHUP ON HOT DOGS 

TO BE A SIN 
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